
Support for extended trading hours: 

 

South East Queensland’s economy can benefit greatly from longer trading hours during weekdays 

and weekends. As Brisbane plays catch up towards becoming a truly international world class city, 

the business needs of the local residents and international visitors will need to be met through 

longer trading hours for all kinds of general retail and business services.  

 

The biggest obstacle to economic activity is that spending is reduced through inadequate retail hours 

and in limited locality. In fact, the retail and services industry should open for longer hours to cater 

for workers in other industries so that full economic potentials can be unleashed. For example, office 

workers who finishes at the same time as retail shops means that there are no ways for the office 

workers to spend money on purchasing their daily necessities.  

 

Furthermore, in order to compete on an international level, Brisbane businesses might find that in 

other global international cities, retail and general service providers often open in hours opposite to 

normal office hours in order to capture those extra business opportunities. If spending cannot be 

performed locally, the money is more likely to be saved up for overseas trips instead.  

 

In another example, in many Asian cities you can still buy a car at 9pm on a weeknight, and even get 

it serviced on a Sunday night right after the day’s cruise so that it is ready for you again Monday 

morning. In many world-class European cities, retails and small businesses also open well up to 

midnight, some even 24hrs, to offer retail opportunities to address the residents’ daily needs.  

People from around the world have long been accustomed to the convenience of purchasing all 

kinds of goods at all times of the day and night. 

 

Looking at Brisbane CBD alone, weeknights and Sundays are always very quiet in comparison to 

places like Surfers Paradise or Sydney. The convenience of longer shop hours makes Surfers Paradise 

and Sydney a vibrant and attractive international destination. Because residents and visitors to 

Brisbane CBD has no way of spending money other than on Food & Beverage on leisurely weeknights 

and Sunday nights, very often local residents tend to spend the Sunday away from Brisbane City 

because the trading hours for all sizes of businesses are very limited (even F&B places aren’t opening 

late as most kitchen closes around 9:00pm). 

 

With more spending from those who can afford comes greater economic productivity and increased 

employment. This in turn lets wealth be distributed to many more social classes at a greater rate. If 

workers can benefit from more work hours or shift choices, it gives more income for them and their 

families. If public transport can also be improved to greater frequency in more hours, then more 

people can go to work in more flexible hours and hence increase total economic output. 

 

Suggested retail hours for large and small businesses: 

7am to 10pm weekdays. 

7am to 12am midnight Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  


