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17 October 2019

Mr Jamie Milne
Principal Policy Officer
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries
41 George Street
BRISBANE QLD 4000

Dear Mr Milne

Decision Regulatory Impact Statement—industrial cannabis legislation

Thank you for your enquiry of 9 September 2019 seeking advice on the adequacy of the 'Amendment of industrial 
cannabis legislation' Decision Regulatory Impact Statement (RIS).

Background

The Drugs Misuse Act 1986 (the Act), supported by the Drugs Misuse Regulation 1987, provides the licensing 
framework for commercial production and research into the commercial production of industrial cannabis fibre 
and seed. Growing cannabis outside of this licensing framework would be illegal under the Act.

A Consultation RIS canvased options to facilitate the commercial production of industrial cannabis fibre and seed:

• Fees and charges to achieve full cost-recovery for licencing, research and monitoring activities:

Option 1: status quo (fees provided on a non-cost recovery basis)
Option 2: revise and restructure fees to achieve full cost recovery {preferred option).

• Better enabling research activities through broadening of the types of analysis that can be undertaken on 
industrial cannabis:

Option 1: maintain the status quo
Option 2: amend the legislation to allow specified types of analysis {preferred option)
Option 3: amend the legislation to enable the chief executive to authorise entities to undertake other 
types of analysis.

• Information sharing for law enforcement and regulatory efficiency purposes to support compliance 
monitoring of off-farm movement of industrial cannabis products:

Option 1: maintain the status quo
Option 2: amend the legislation to provide for information sharing {preferred option).

The Consultation RIS was open for comment from 23 May 2019 to 2 July 2019 and 13 submissions were received 
by the department. The growing of cannabis for medicinal purposes was not part of the scope of the Consultation
RIS.
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Assessment of Decision RIS

The purpose of a Decision RIS is to reflect the outcomes of consultation on proposed regulatory amendments, 
including how stakeholder views were taken into consideration in developing a final recommendation. The 
Decision RIS continues to recommend the preferred options of the consultation RIS—the revision and restructure 
of fees to achieve full cost recovery, to allow specified types of analysis and to provide for information sharing.

The Queensland Productivity Commission (the Commission) has assessed the Decision RIS and considers it 
adequately presents the results of consultation, details of the department's response to stakeholder feedback and 
a discussion of the impacts of the proposal. Given this, the Commission considers the Decision RIS is adequate to 
support the decision maker's consideration of the proposal.

Consistent with the Queensland Government Guide to Better Regulation (the guidelines), the final Decision RIS and 
this letter of adequacy will be published on the Commission's website following approval of the RIS for release.

Please contact Robert Sugden, Senior Analyst on (07) 3015 5113 if you require any additional information or 
guidance in relation to the above comments or the guidelines in general.

Yours sincerely

Christine Tozer
Team Leader
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